inal, civil, administrative, and other cases; administering
the Departmental Personnel and Document Security Pro-
gram, and maintaining the previous participation infor-
mation system and the HUD Debarment and Suspension
Program.

Through its several components, the Office of Inspector
General maintains liaison, provides and receives intelli-
gence reports, and cooperates in the prevention and con-
trol of crime with the Department of Justice (U.S.
attorneys, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Organized
Crime and Racketeering Section, Law Enforcement
Assistance Administration) ; Treasury Department (In-
ternal Revenue Service, Secret Service); Department of
Labor; Civil Service Commission; and other departments
and law enforcement agencies at the national, State, and
local government levels.

Summary. A summary of investigative activity follows;

Fiscal year

1969    1970    1971

Investigations opened____________________    666     810    1,274

Investigations completed by HUD_________    247     405        558

Investigations referred to FBI_____________    436      508        740

Recent actions. There follow some recent actions which
underscore the role of the investigations activities of the
Office of Inspector General in preventing and controlling
crime and rendering law enforcement assistance at all
levels of government:

The Office of Inspector General is responsible for the
maintenance and consolidation of all Government lists
relating to the clebarment, suspension, incligibility, pre-
vious participation, and adverse information reports of
contractors and grantees.

The computer tape listing on organized crime prin-
cipals has been integrated into the Office of Inspector
General master index, and all HUD program participants
arc checked against this index.

Departmental Circular 1300.7 was issued to alert the
entire Department to the possibility of organized criminal
participation in HUD programs and to provide for re-
ports to the Office of Inspector General.

A joint procedure has been developed with the Office
of Interstate Land Sales Registration to check principal
participants against the Office of Inspector General index
as part of the review process.

Research and Technology

Safer and better American communities arc envisioned
by scientists and engineers working on experimental re-
search projects funded by HUD.

These projects include studies on telecommunications,
such as the use of television surveillance of high-crime
streets and urban housing security systems; a study to
develop a system for the optimum routing or control of
public service vehicles; a project to develop crime preven-
tion street equipment; and the development of guide
criteria for building houses which are secure against
crime.

Also under development are projects to reduce crime in
park areas; a project to reduce juvenile vandalism in
housing projects; a project to reduce crime in residential
areas; a study to develop and test a model for the optimal
location of urban public services, such as police and fire;

the development of computer-based municipal informa-
tion systems; and pi-eject tests to improve methods of re-
ducing vandalism and crime in public housing.

Unless otherwise specified below, authority for al! of the
HUD research and technology projects is provided in sec-
tions 501 and 502 of the Housing Act of 1970. The proj-
ects are administered by the Assistant Secretary for
Research and Technology.

Descriptions follow of major HUD research and tech-
nology projects bearing on law enforcement and Federal
law enforcement and criminal justice assistance.

Telecommunications

The telecommunications technology project involves four
law enforcement pilot projects which examine the poten-
tial role of telecommunications technology in improving
urban functions.

Communications technology affects urban develop-
ment in a manner similar to transportation. Today, radio
and television communications are used so extensively in
urban activities that the available frequency spectrum is
saturated. Advanced information transmission techniques
being developed and applied in the private and national
defense sectors have the potential for improving urban
functions if applied in that area,

Examination. Beginning in 1970, the effects of data
length, television, and voice channels on urban functions
such as education, housing, and public administratLon, and
the general effects of communication on urban develop-
ment, were examined. This examination entailed the
following;

Examining the role of communication in the per-
formance of particular urban functions.

Identifying opportunities for improvement through in-
creased applications of existing telecommunication
technology.

Evaluating such opportunities by relative merit and pri-
orities, including realistic cost considerations.

Recommending additional steps to evaluate and dem-
onstrate the actual merit of methods to improve urban
functions.

Urban functions were examined within the context of
a total urban system with interacting functions, including
housing, law enforcement, environmental control, recrea-
tion and culture) public administration, health care and
delivery, welfare, business, transportation, communica-
tion, and employment, Part of the effort considered the
impact of telecommunication technology on long-term
growth and migration patterns. Further steps needed for
the beneficial application of technology were considered.

Project personnel. The performing organization for this
project was the National Academy of Engineering Com-
mittee on Telecommunications. HUD's management of
the program was guided by an ad hoc interagency com-
mittee on urban telecommunications composed of depart-
ments and agencies that have functional interests in
communications, including HUD; the Departments of
Commerce, Justice, and Transportation; Federal Com-
munications Commission; and the U.S. Postal Service.
The HUD representative is chairman of the interagency
committee. In FY 1970, $302,000 was spent on this proj-
ect; $200,000 was provided by HUD, and the additional
$102,000 was provided by the other agencies.

Report. The final report. Communications Technology
for Urban Improvement, has been completed and dis-

415tan Police Department, and the tenants.
